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come walk with us. 

Happy Ramadan, Hanukkah, Szent 

Mikulás Day, Kwanzaa, Yule, Boxing 

Day, Santa Lucia, Christmas, New 

Years to you all! 
 

 

I hope the holidays find your spirits bright 

and joyous, whether you celebrated with 

familiar loved ones or new ones. As the 

Christmas festivities begin to wind down 

here in Hungary, I find myself left with so 

much to be thankful for, both here in 

Hungary and back home. I hope this 

Boldog Karácsonyt! celebrate Thanksgiving and meet with dr. 
Tamás Fabiny, bishop of the northern district 
of the Lutheran Church in Hungary. The 
meeting was a wonderful mix of learning 
more about the history of the church in 
Hungary and discussing the joys and 
struggles we have encountered in our time so 
far in Hungary. 

second newsletter finds you well!  

                                          Happy reading! 

                                                              Sara 

The last two months have been joyous and 
busy! The longer that I spend here in 
Nyíregyháza and the closer I become with 
my new friends here, the more it begins to 
feel like home. November was spent 
between the primary school and the Roma 
Szakollegium as I continue to settle into 
my Hungarian life.  

Towards the end of November, all of the 
YAGM volunteers met in Budapest to 
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The YAGM’s meeting with Bishop Fabiny in 

Budapest.

	  

 

Standing with 
the poster the 
5th grade class 
made to practice 
asking questions 
in English. 

On the final day of 
the Phiren Amenca 
workshop, with our 
social media poster. 

Standing in solidarity at 
the Roma Holocaust 
Memorial with Roma 
activists and 
community members. 
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About a week later, we all traveled back to 

Budapest to participate in a workshop with the 

organization Phiren Amenca and to meet for our 

Advent YAGM retreat.  

Phiren Amenca, a network that works to bring 

Roma and non-Roma young adults together, 

invited us to participate in a workshop to learn 

about some of the cultural and institutional 

racism that exists against Roma all over the 

world. While the knowledge we gained was 

heartbreaking, for me it reaffirmed my role as a 

member of dominant white culture: to walk in 

solidarity and lift up the stories of my brothers 

and sisters who are continually denied a seat at 

the table. 

The final project of 
the workshop was 
to create a social 
media campaign to 
try and overcome 
hate speech on line 
with love. This was 
my contribution.  

The second half of our time in Budapest was 

spent connecting back to the group through 

different outings to learn more about our home – 

we visited the Terror House, where the Secret 

Police were located for both WWII and during 

Soviet control of Hungary – and discussing 

different Advent passages in the Bible in 

preparation for Christmas.  

Returning to Nyíregyháza at the end of the 

week, I found life to be everything but 

boring or restful. Between Christmas choir 

concert rehearsal (oh yeah, I joined the local 

Lutheran choir! When in Hungary right?), 

holiday pageants at the primary school, and 

celebrations at the Roma Szakollegium it 

has been a busy season! 

…You spot Szent Mikulás (Hungarian Saint 
Nicholas/Santa Claus) delivering candies, tangerines, 
chocolate Szent Mikulás figurines, peanuts, and other 
treats to reward all the good behavior of children in 
Hungary during the previous year. Instead of arriving 
on Christmas Eve, Szent Mikulás visits much earlier in 
advent, on December 6th, the feast day of Szent Mikulás. 
Children traditionally clean their boots and set them on 
the windowsill on the 5th, to be filled with treats by 
Szent Mikulás. 

While we were in Budapest for the Phiren Amenca 
workshop, Szent Mikulás visited and left us all a 
wonderful surprise.  

A few of my favorite words and 
phrases that I’ve picked up 
while I continue to learn this 
amazing language.  

Áldott Karácsonyt! 
(AAHL-dot KO-rah-

chont)à Blessed 
Christmas! 

-or- 

Boldog Karácsonyt! (BOL-
dog KO-rah-chont)à 

Merry Christmas! 

Boldog új évet!  (BOL-dog 
ooi EH-vetà Happy New 

Years!  

csillag (CHEE-lag)à star  
(Triple threat as this is 

important for the holiday 
season, half of Star Wars, and 
one of my favorite part of the 
night sky-something we have 

in abundance right now.)  
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Want to learn more? 
Check out my blog at:  

 https://www.sarainhungary.wordpress.com 

To see what other YAGMs are up to around the world, check out the ELCA YAGM webpage: 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Global-Church/Global-Mission/Young-Adults-in-Global-
 Mission 

To support my year and the years of other YAGM volunteers all over the world, you can now 
donate online! 

 https://community.elca.org/yagm/give?_ga=1.100048216.779844392.1444390431 

A Christmas 
celebration 

with the Roma 
Szakollegium 
before break. 

The 
YAGM 
Central 
Europe 
Ladies in 
Budapest

Christmas Eve was celebrated at the home of my, 
and fellow YAGM Nyíregyháza volunteer Andrew’s, 
Hungarian teacher’s house. (Pictured from back left: 
Andrew, Zsuzsa (Hungarian teacher), Dora (friend 
and Zsuzsa’s sister), Laszlo (Zsuzsa’s husband), 
Andrew’s mother, and me 

Helping out with 
Christmas crafts at the 
Roma Szakollegium. 

The Christmas 
pageant at the 
primary school 
where I help out 
with English.  


