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come walk with us. 

Greetings from Hungary! 

This is the fourth newsletter I am 

writing about my time in Hungary. 

While I will never be able to put to 

words all of what Hungary is or what 

it has come to mean to me, I hope that 

these newsletters give you a glimpse 

into my year here.  

As I began to reflect on what to write 

for this newsletter, the bittersweet 

realization hit me that I only have two 

more months left here in Nyíregyháza, 

Happy May! adventures: celebrating Easter in 

Hungary, spending time with my 

family and introducing them to my 

community, running my first half 

marathon in Budapest, the 20th 

anniversary of the reopening of the 

Lutheran Primary School after the 

fall of Communism, and traveling to 

visit some Roma programs in the 

northeastern part of the country with 

the Roma Szakkollegium. 

Happy reading!                               

Sara 

Hungary. If you were to read any of my 

fellow YAGM’s newsletters, you would 

probably find a similarly harsh 

realization for many. A year passed so 

much faster here than I ever thought it 

could. This realization has come as both 

a blessing and a curse. I do not care to 

think about leaving, as the thought 

alone is painful. However, the 

realization of my very limited time left 

here has allowed me to be fully aware 

of and grateful for the relationships I 

have made here.  

The past two months have been full of 

wonderful experiences and new 
Continued on pg. 2 

Fresco at Bódvalenke during the Roma 
Szakkollégium field trip this month. 

My family came to 
Hungary! At the 

Roma Szakkollégium   Hiking in Miskolc. where 
YAGM Kirsten lives. 
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A few of my favorite words and 
phrases that I’ve picked up while 
I continue to learn this amazing 
language.  
 

Segíthetek (SHEG- ēt-he-
tek) à May I help you? 

This phrase is one that I use 
very often, especially when 
I am invited over for tea or 
coffee. Some people in my 

community have picked up 
on the fact that I feel most 

comfortable when I am 
helping, especially when I 
don’t have the Hungarian 

language knowledge to 
make conversation. I have 

felt so loved when friends in 
my community (in a society 
where guests don’t help) let 

me to help with dishes or 
the gardening, or even 

make up jobs, just so that I 
will feel more comfortable 

and included. 
 

…you can smell the roses! Flowers hold a 
very special place in the Hungarian heart and 
can be seen blooming everywhere! At the 
end of March, the tulips that were planted in 
the fall began blooming, just in time for 
Easter. As each new season of flower starts, 
new ones are planted and bloom. I’m a fan. 

Mi újsag a Roma 
Szakkollegiumban?               

What’s new at the Roma Szakkollegium? 
Spring has been a busy time at the 
Szakkollegium, amidst classes and work, the 
students put on a Passion play during Easter 
that took months of hard work. They 
performed it at some of the Lutheran churches 
around town during the Easter celebrations. It 
was great to see a lot of the community 
members show up to see the play and support 
the szakkollegium! 

Last weekend, the Szakkollegium took a 
weekend field trip to the area north of 
Nyíregyháza, and they let me tag along. 
There, we visited various programs that are 
for Roma, and primarily led by Roma. For a 
more detailed overview of the programs we 
visited, check out the link to my blog on the 
next page. In a place where there are many 
segregated Roma communities, there was so 
much hope to be found in the places and 
people we encountered.  

It was a privilege to meet people and hear 
stories from each places and witness how each 
community was using the resources available 
to form creative ways to provide for their 
future.  

Mi újsag az Evangeliukus 
altalanos iskolaban? 

What’s new at the Lutheran primary 
school? 

During the Communist period in Hungary ( - 
), all religious schools were turned into state 
run schools. Under Communism, the 
Lutheran primary school in Nyíregyháza 
(where I spend most of my weekday 
mornings and afternoon) was turned into a 
state run music academy. However, in 1996 
(the Change, as it’s known here in Hungary), 
the state returned the Nyíregyháza Lutheran 
primary school back to the Lutheran church. 
The primary school spent a week in early 
May celebrating the 20th anniversary of the 
return of the school.  

The festivities started off with a language 
celebration. Because the primary school 
prides itself on being a bilingual school, each 
class performed songs and short skits in 
Hungarian, English, or German (and 
sometimes a combination of the three!).  

Later on in the 
week there was 
a Sport Day, in 
which I got to 
teach Frisbee. 
Finally, on 
Friday, the 
whole Lutheran 
community 
came together to worship and celebrate 
together. There was a service in the morning, 
led by Bishop Fabiny, where the Lutheran 
choir (that I get to sing in) was joined by the 
primary school children’s choir. The 
festivities lasted all day with more singing 
and dancing performances by the children in 
the evening. 



Letters from Hungary               May 2016 

 3 

 
Want to learn more? 
Check out my blog at:  

 https://www.sarainhungary.wordpress.com 

To see what other YAGMs are up to around the world, check out the ELCA YAGM webpage: 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Global-Church/Global-Mission/Young-Adults-in-Global-
 Mission 

To support my year and the years of other YAGM volunteers all over the world, you can now 
donate online! 

 https://community.elca.org/yagm/give?_ga=1.100048216.779844392.1444390431 

The Lutheran School 4th graders 
performing All God’s Creatures 
at the 20th anniversary 
celebrations.  

Students from the Szakkollégium at 
the Fresco village in Bódvalenke. 

Race finishers at the Vicivittá (10k 
& half marathon) in Budapest. 

5th graders performing 
The Little Red Riding Hood 

Easter service at my church in Nyíregyháza with 
my family. 


